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To kdotpo twv TpiKAAwY EAaBe Th onpEePvA Tou open Katd
v oBwpavikh nepiodo, ondte Kal £ylvav EKTETAPEVEG EP-
yaoleg nou evowpdtwoayv peydAa tunuata tng Budavivng
oxupwong. H teAeutaia edpddletal og TuNuaTa oxUpwaong
NG akponoAng TN apxaiag Tpikkng, dnw¢ enBeBalwveral
ano t xphaon oykoAiBwy otn petayevéatepn Budlavivh oxu-
pwaon, nou evtoniovtal 6e THNPATA NG BUTIKNG MAEUPAG.

H kaipla B€on Tou KAoTpou, oto BopelodUTIKO TUNKA TNG NO-
ANG TV TPIKAAWY, GTNV KOPUGN TwV VOTLWY ANoANEEWY Xa-
HNANC AoPOCELPAC, MPooPEPEL MANPN KATONTEUON TNG YUPW
NePLOXNG, EAEyxovTag Ta nepdopata and kat npog tn Make-
dovia, tnv'HRepo aAAd Kat Tnv undAotnn BeaoaAia. EnnAE-
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oV, N PUOLKN Npoctacia nou Npoopepe 0 AnBaiog notapd,
0Ta BUTIKA, Kal 0 AdQog Tou Npopntn HAla, ota avatoAikd,
KaBlotouoav 1o KAOTPO CNUAVIIKOTATO OTNV EUPUTEPN NEPL-
oxn. Tn atpatnylkn onpacia tng B€ong eixe avayvwpioel Kat
0 autokpdtopag louatviavog, o onoiog ato NAaiolo TG ava-
Kaviong Twv OXUPWOEWY TwV BE00AAKWY NOAEWY, MPOE-
Bn, oUueWva e Tov LoToPKO Mpokonto, atn pLdkn evioxu-
0N Tou KAoTpou ¢ TpikkNg, ota PEaa tou 6ou at. u.X. Ava-
(POpd Tou KACTPOU YiveTal Kal oTo MPwTo Piad tou 14ou at-
va, o€ XxpuabdBouAo Tou autokpdtopa Avdpovikou [ Ta-
AaloAGyou.



The castle of Trikala was given its current form during the
Ottoman period, when extended works, which incorporated
large parts of the Byzantine fortification, took place. The latter
abuts on parts of the fortification of the acropolis of ancient
Trikke, as verified by the use of boulders at the later Byzan-
tine fortification, which are located at parts of the west side.

The key location of the castle, at the northeastern part of the
town of Trikala, at the top of the southern endings of a low
spine of hills, offers full sighting of the surrounding area,
thus controlling the passes to and from Macedonia, Epirus
as well as the rest of Thessaly. Furthermore, the natural

protection that the river Lithaios, in the west, and the hill of
Prophet Elias, in the east, offer, made the castle one of pri-
mordial importance in the wider area. The emperor Justin-
ian had also acknowledged the strategic importance of the
location, who, in the context of the renovation of the forti-
fications of the towns of Thessaly, proceeded, according to
the historian Prokopios, to the radical reinforcement of the
castle of Trikke, in the middle of 6th century A.D. Reference
of the castle is also made in the first half of the 14th cen-
tury AD, at a chrysobullon of the emperor Andronikos llI
Palaiologos.
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H xdpa&n tou Kdaotpou Exel oxnpa akavoviotou tpanel{ou PE ToV OXUPWUATIKO NEPIBOAO NPOCAPUOCHEVO OTIC UPOUETPL-
KEC KAUMUAEC Tou €6APouG. To UYog Twv TEXWYV Kupalvetal, avaloya pe th yoppoAoyia tou eddpouc, and 8,80u. €wg 12u.,
€V 10 NAaxog notkiAet and 1,50u. €éwg katta 2,10u. Ztnv avwtepn enpAavela Tou NepBOAoU undpxel nepid®popog e 0doviw-
TEC eNAAEELC. H oxUpwon KaAUNTEL EKTtaon 0€ka Nepinou oTpePdtwy Kal dlalpeitat pe 6Uo eykdpaola Telxn o€ TPELG ENAA-
AnAoug, oxeb06V LoOMESOUC, OXUPWHATIKOUG MEPIBOAOUG OTOIXEID TNG OXUPWHATIKAG APXITEKTOVIKNG KUPIWC KATA TN JETa-
yeveatepn Bulaviivn neplodo, nou cuvavidtal ato Muotpd kat oto K&otpo NG Aptag kat twv LepBiwy. To KAoTpo evioxUe-
TaL anod enta TeTpdywvoug NUPYOUGE, EVD N APUVTIKA Tou eNdpkela and NoAEC 1o€oBupideg, ol onoieg mapatnpouvIal Kupi-
W¢ oTNV avatoAlkn, dUTIKN Kat Bépela MAeupd Tou deUTteEPOU Kal Tpitou nepLBoAou.
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The ground plan of the castle has a shape of irregular trapeze with the fortification wall adjusted to the hypsometric
curves of the ground. The height of the walls ranges, depending on the morphology of the ground, from 8.80m to 12m,
whilst the thickness ranges from 1.50m to 2.10m. At the highest surface of the walls there is a peripheral wall with bat-
tlements. The fortification covers an area of approximately one hectare and is divided by two transverse walls into three
superimposed, almost level, fortification walls; an element of the fortification architecture mainly during the later Byzan-
tine period, which is found at Mystras and at the castle of Arta. The castle is reinforced with seven square towers, whilst
its defensive sufficiency is strengthened with many arrow slits, which are mainly found at the east, west and north side
of the second and third fortification wall circuits.
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H eloobo¢ ato KAoTpo yiveral péow To€wTNg MUANG e AlBL-
VO NePBUpwWA, 0TN dUTIKN MAEUPA TOU MPWTOU OXUPWA-
TIKoU nepLBOAoU, eV OTnV avatoAkh NAeUpd Tou avoixBn-
ke 6eUtepn €loodog 10 1960. Eva eowteptkd WnNAS Teixag,
10 onofo evioxuetal pe NUpyo xwpidel Tov NPWwIo anod tov
deUtepo nepiBolo, oto péoov Tou onoiou undaxetl NUAN and
Tnv onola yiverat n npoécBacn otov 6eUTEPO Kal aKoAoU-
Bw¢ otov tpito mepiBoAo. 110 Xwpo Tou deutépou NeplBo-
AOU UYWVETaL ONPEPA 0 NUPYOG Tou poAoylou, cUpBoAo
NG NOAeWC TwV TPKAAWY, eV CUPPWVA HE TNV TOMIKA
napadoon o' autdv Tov Xwpo eixav aveyepBel katd toug
Budavtivoug xpovoug ol vao{ Tou ApxayyéAou MixanA Kat
NG METAPOPPUOEWC TOU LWTNPOG. AUCTUXWG auTh N na-
padoon bev éxel emBeBalwBel akdun anoé tnv avackapikn
€peuva. Ltov (610 XWpo kataokeudaBnke 1o 1988 1o avolxtd
dnuotiké BEatpo.

YMNOYPTEIO MOAITIZMOY KAI ABAHTIZMOY
19H EQOPEIA APXAIOTHTON TPIKAAQN
TPIKAAA 2014

The entrance to the castle is through an arched gate
with a masonry gate frame, at the west side of the first
fortification wall circuit, whilst at its east side a second
entrance was opened in 1960. An internal high wall,
which is reinforced with a tower, separates the first
from the second wall circuit, in the middle of which
there is a gate from which access is made to the
second and, subsequently, to the third fortification cir-
cuit. At the space of the second circuit, today rises the
tower of the clock, a landmark for the town of Trikala,
whilst, according to the local tradition, the churches
of Archangel Michael and the Saviour's Transfigura-
tion had been erected during the Byzantine years, a
tradition which has not been verified by research yet.
At the same space the open municipal theatre was
built in 1988.



1°s Oxupwpatkdg nepiBoAog
1¢t fortification wall circuit

2°s OxupwHatikég nepiBolog
2 fortification wall circuit

3°¢ OxupwpaTikeg nepiBoAog
3 fortification wall circuit

YMNOMNHMA - CAPTIONS

1. Apxwkn nOAn €10660u - Original main gate

2. T0AN €10660u ané to Bapolot (1960) - Auxiliary gate from old city (1960)
3. Anpotké avayuktnptlo - Municiral refreshment stand

4. Owiokog @UAagng kat nAnpo@dpnaong - Info kiosk

5. MUpyog poloytou - Clock tower

6. YnaiBplo dnpotiké B€atpo - Outdoor municipal theater

7. MupwdanoBnkn - Powder magazine
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0 pi{tog oxupwPaTkog NePIBoAOG anoteAe! 10 ONPAVTKOTEPO THNA
NG oxUpwong Kal katahapBavel 10 BopeloavatoAko, UPnASTEQO,
TUAPa ToU KAotpou. [MpoKeal yia v akponoAn tou (@poupiou
h 10 €0wTePIKG oxupd (I Kale), dnw¢ aMig anokaleital. Xtov
E0WTEPIKO XWPO owdetal n nuptidanoBhKn, KAPNAPOOKENAOTO O-
vOXwPO Ktlopa, n KAiJaka avédou yia Tig eNGAEELC kal TUNPATa Tou
nepdpopou. H neputeixion tng akpdnoAng akoAouBei in oppoioyia
T0U €6dpoug Kal oxnpatilel €va akavovioTo TETAPTOKUKALD, HNKOUG
174u. Evblagépov napouctadet n vota nheupd tou neptBoAou, 6rou
elval opato{ oykOABoL, mou mpoépxoviat and v apxaia akpomoAn,
kat nwpoABol, UNoAeipuata G 0IKOGOUIKNG GAoNG TG €MOXNG
Tou louotiviavou. To UWog Tou Teixoug TNG akPOMoANG Kupalvetal
petatl twv 11, kat 15y, evd 1o ndxog tou nowkilel peta&u 1,20u.
kat 1,50p.. H avdbtepn empadvela g oxUpwong ENOTEPETAL MEPL-
METPIKG and odoviwTéG endAgelg, miow and 1g onoieg Bplokertal
0 nepidpopog NAdtoug 0,90u. O mepiBoAog evioxUetal PE TECOEPLG
TETpdywvoug NUpyoug, evad n NpdaBacn eival duvath Peow NUANG,
niBavotata 1o€wTNG otn duTikh MAUpA Tou mePBOAoU, N onoia
evioxUetal and tov nupyo M4, And toug nupyoug, o nupyog M1,
otn votloavatoAikn ywvia tou nepBoiou, eivat o emBANTKOTEPQG,
kaBwg n e€wteplkn Tou NAeUpd Qravel oe Uwog Ta 15p. Kat eivat
0 pévog nou dlatnpel odoviwteg endAgelc. la v Kataokeun Tou
akohouBeitat 1o Budavtive nAwvBonepikAeloto olotnpa &6unong Je
NV XaPaKINPLOTIKA NapepBoAn cupnaywy ontdnAvBwy. Xe avii-
Beon o nupyog M2, oin Bopewa MAeupd tou mepBOAou, Paiverat
VO KATAOKEUGOTNKE 0€ SLaQOPETIKN €MOXN, KABWE Ol €0WTEPIKOL
ToU To{xol €lval kataokeuaopévol and Aaeupévoug AlBoug, katd
10 10660p0 oUotnpa Kat xwpiG v napepBoAn noMwy NAVBwv,
onwg ot e€wrtepkol. Ow nupyot M3 kat M4 anoteholv peTayeVEDTEPES
NPooBNKeC,



The third fortification wall circuit comprises the most important
part of the fortification and occupies the northeast, highest, part
of the castle. It is the acropolis of the fort or the internal fortress
(Ic Kale), as it is otherwise called. In the interior space the pow-
der magazine is preserved, a vaulted single-room building, the
staircase to the battlements, and parts of the peripheral wall. The
design of the acropolis follows the morphology of the ground and
forms an irregular quadrant, of a length of 174m. The south side
of the wall is of interest, where boulders, which come from the
ancient acropolis, are visible, as well as limestone blocks, rem-
nants of the building phase of the Justinian era.

The height of the wall of the acropolis ranges between 11m and
15m, whilst the thickness ranges between 1.20 and 1.50m. The
highest surface of the fortification is crowned on its perimeter by
battlements, behind which there is the walkway 0.90m wide. The
acropolis wall is reinforced with four square towers, whilst ac-
cess is possible through a gate, possibly an arched one, at the
west side of the wall, which is reinforced by the tower 4. Of the
towers, I11, at the southeast corner of the wall, is the most im-
posing, as its external side reaches 15m of height and it is the
only one that maintains the battlements. For its construction, the
byzantine cloisonné wall masonry, with stone blocks enclosed in
bricks, is applied. In contrast, tower [12, at the north side of the
wall, seems to have been built at a different era, as its internal
walls are made from carved stones, according to the isodomic
masonry and without the interference of many bricks, as seen
on the external walls. The towers [13 and 14 comprise later ad-
ditions.

MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND SPORTS
19TH EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES IN TRIKALA
TRIKALA 2014




e Avaktnon twv nupywv M3 kat 4 pe apyoAtBodopn 6Uo J
0paTWY OYEWV Kal apuoAdynon auTwy.

e Avdaktnon Kat appoAdynon Tou petanupyiou dlacthpatog
[3-T14 pe apyoABodopn piag opatng dywng. J
e Avaktnon twv endA&ewyv tou BopeloavatoAtkoU Teixoug.
e Yuvihpnon gtoxeiwv dyewv nupttdanoBhkng, KaBwg Kat
NG Kapdpag autng. o
e Kataokeun otéyng kat danédwv nupyou 1. J

210 nAaiolo tou EXT1A Ll
npaypatonothBnkav ; :
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Kataokeun EUAvwv opopwv nupywv I3, M4 kat
dlapdppwaon Batou dwuatog pe udpauAlkd Koviapa and
navw.

TonoBEtnon vEwv KoUuPwATwy 0Toug NUPYOUG KAl oTnV
nupttdanobnkn.

Evioxuon tng unoBepeAiwong pe evéuara.
Epyaaieg neptBaMovtog xwpou.
Anokatdotacn tou nupyou [12.




e Recovery of the towers 13 and I14 with rubble of two vis- e Construction of wooden roofs at the towers I3 - 14 and

ible facades and pointing mortar joints. formation of an accessible flat roof with hydraulic mortar
e Recovery and jointing of the curtain wall 13- 14 with rub- on top.
ble of one visible facade. * [nstallation of new wooden frames at the towers and at the
* Recovery of the northeast wall battlements. powder magazine.
e Conservation of the facades of the powder magazine and * Reinforcement of the foundations with injection grouting.
its vault. e Environment preservation and enhancement works.
* Roof and floor construction in tower 1. * Restoration of the tower I12.

Tt e
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In the framework of NSRF
(2007-2013)

the following works were
carried out
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O epyacieg atep€wang Kat anokatdatacng Tou KAatpou Twv TplkAdAwy uAonotnBnkav pe atdxo tn dlathpnon tng auBbe-
VILKOTNTAG TOU KAl TN SUVOAIKN avddel€n tou apxaloAoylkoU Xwpou, HEow NG BEATiwoNG Twv oUVBNKWY ENOKEYIUOTN-
4G ToU, YE MAAPN evnpuépwaon anod nivakideg anpavang kat nAnpopdpnong, Kat and éviuno UAIKO, tovidoviag napdAAnAa
v évta€n tou oto diKtuo onpaviikwy pvnueiwyv nou ugiotaviat navw otoug 0dikoug aoveg Kapditoag - Pavapiou - M0-
Ang - EAdTNG - MeptouAiou aAa kat Kapbditoag - @avapiou -TpikaAwyv - Metewpwy, vnpeio eyyeypappévo otov KatdAo-
yo Maykdéopiag KAnpovopiag tng UNESCO.

The works of conservation and restoration of the castle of Trikala were conducted aiming at the preservation of its
authenticity and the integral enhancement of the archaeological site, through the improvement of the visitor access
and facilities, by providing information with signs and printed material, highlighting, at the same time, its integration in
the network of important monuments on the routes of Karditsa — Fanari — Pili — Elati — Pertouli as well as of Karditsa —
Fanari — Trikala — Meteora, a monument registered on the UNESCO World Heritage list.
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To épyo: «Anokatdotacn THNpdTwy Tpitou Sladwpatog KAoTpou NOANG
TpwdAwv», ulonothBnke pe auteniotacia and m 19n Epopeia Bula-
vilvaov Apxatothtwy. EvidxBnke pe npolnoAoylopd 700.000 Eupw oto
E.M. BEXLAAIAL — YTEPEAY EAAAAOL — HIMEIPOY 2007-2013 otov Afo-
va lNpotepatétntag 4 AEIOOPOX ANATMTY=H KAI MOIOTHTA ZQHX XTH
BEXXAAIA.

LYNTEAEXTEZ EPIOY

The project: “Restoration of parts of the third fortification circuit of the
castle of the town of Trikala”, was implemented with direct labour by the
19th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities. It was included with a budget of
EUR 700,000 in the 0.P. OF THESSALY - CENTRAL GREECE - EPIRUS
2007 — 2013 at the Priority Axis 4 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND
QUALITY OF LIFE IN THESSALY.
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